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An Exposition or LUKE XVI. 
The Parable of the unjust Steward. 
( Continued.) 


‘And if ye have not been faithful in that which is 
another man’s, who shall give you that which is 
your own?” 
We have seen that the goods which the ‘ certain 
rich man’ iutrusted to the care of the steward, was 
the “law of Moses, and its ceremonial worship.” 
And the apostie Paul considered them as the pecu- 
liar people of God, because “ unto them were com- 
miited the oracles of God.” The figure in the para- 
ble, aud the cause assigned by Christ for depriving 
them of that which be/onged to another, is common 
in the transactions between wen in the world, from 
which the dutu was selected to illustrate the case of 
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the unjust steward. When «taan by habitual and | 
gross miconduct wastes ie pioperty of others, it | 
is reasonable to suppose, that be would be alike un- 
mindful of his ow Aad the fact, that in civilized | 
conmmunn.ies, daws have been enacted forthe bene- | 
fit of pessons of Cais deseviption, who waste their | 
goods, wad they declared itv be non compos meniis, | 
may ve adduced as perfectly illustrative of the | 
deatings of the unjust steward’s lord. ‘This view of | 
the subject,is aot uly consistent with reason, but | 
with humanity aud henevolence; and the reason} 
assigned is therefore just, because it is good, and | 
the well being of the criminal is the motive for | 
cireumseribing his powers, and lessening the evil, | 
which would otherwise proceed fron: his miseon- | 
duct. ‘ If? therefore,’ ye have nol been faithful in | 
that which is another man’s, who shall give you that | 
which is your own?’ 

What is that, which is called the steward’s own ? | 
-Ins. Itis that which is mentiosed in contradis- | 
tinction to the unrighteous mammoen, to the least, | 
&e., and is the gospel gf Christ, This is emphati- | 
cally the true riches. it is figurative of the * bread | 
of dife that came dows Crom heaven and giveth Wife | 
unto the werd.” ‘The gospel or the salvation of | 
God tur a fallen world, is heir own, they belonging | 
to God, aod being in common with the Gentiles, the 
children of our heavenly Father, and heirs accord- 
ing to the promise. “ For | would not brethren that 
ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye 
should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness 
in part has happeued to Israel, until the fulness of 
the Gentiles be come in, and so all Israel shall be 
saved, as it is written, There shall come out of Sion 
the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from 
Jacob,for this is my covenant withthem when I shall 
take away their sins. As concerning the gospel, 
which is the true mammon or riches, and which is 
the steward’s, or Israel’s own) they are enemies, (the 
steward is deprived of his stewardship,) for your 
(or the Gentiles) sakes; but as touching the 
election, (i. e. respecting the cause of keeping them, 
the steward, in blindness, and depriving him of his 
stewardship, it is not because the lord hated his 
steward.) they are beloved for the fathers’ sakes, &c. 
For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, (de- 
prived them of the stewardship) that he might have 
mercy upon all. O the depth of the riches, (the 
‘rue mammon, which is the steward’s own. See 
Luke xv. 31. ‘ Son, thou art always with me, and 
ALL that { HAVE is thine.”) both of the wisdom 
and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his 
Judgments, and his ways past finding out.” 

*/Vo servant can serve two masters; for either he will 
hate the one, and love the other ; or else he will hold to 
the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God 
and mammon.” 

To understand this, in its extensive sense, it is 
necessary to consider, first, that a servant might 
Serve two persons, each of whom should exercise 








end and aim being the same, they would in fact, 
though not in form, be but one master. ‘There- 
fore, to cunstitute two masters, it must be two per- 
sons of different dispositions and pursuits, between 
whom there exists no reciprocity of sentiment or 
interest. This view, and we think it a just one, is 
explauatory of the declaration of Christ, * Fe can- 
not serve God and mammon.” ‘The word mammon 
is derived trom the Syriac, and signifies riches, or 
any thing of value among men. This we believe 
agrees well with the original, and being there used 
ina figurative sense, and the Pharisees who heard 
Christ, understanding him as reproy ing them literal- 
ly fur their avaricious dispositions, being * covelous, 
they derided him.” ‘The law, therefore, is pretigured 
by the word mammon, and the gospel by the decla- 
ration, serve God. This is understood, if we con- 
sider, that the Jews, or the unjust steward, sought 
their rightcousness by the ‘works of the law, and 





——————— _ —_________} 





NO. 27. 





AND MADE AN END OF TRANSGRES- 
SION.” Hebrews x. 9, 10. * Then said he, Lo, I 
‘come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the 
first, (the law, or unrighteous mammon) tbat he 
may establish the second. (The gospel, or true 
mammon.) By the which will we are sanctified, 
through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ 
(* for we are members of his body, of bis flesh, and 
of his bones,”) once for all.” Therefore, at the cruci- 
tixion of Christ, * every man pressed into the me? 
dom ef God.” When Christ said, ‘ It is finshed,’ 
the daw was fulfilled,—the prophecies were accom- 
plished in the salvation effected for a lost world! 
For * it is easier for heaven and earth to pass, than 
one tittle of the lawto Jail. 
| * Whosoever putieth away his wife, and marrieth 
| another, committeth adultery ; and whosoever marri- 
| eth her that is put away from her husband, commaiteth 
adultery” This is the link in the chain which con- 


stumbled at that stumbling stone,” &c., which ts | nects the two parables, and is further explanatory 
Cirist. And the impossibility of serving these to | of the dealings of the steward’s lord, and the veason 
masters, is obvious irom the apostle’s declaration, | for dismissing the unjust steward from his steward- 


|** You that are justified by the law, are fallen from | ship. The unjust steward, or Jews, eommitted spt- 


grace.” Again,—“ Ve are saved by grace, (the | ritual adultery by forsaking the law of their God, 
righteous mammon, or God) through faith, and that | and worshipping the idols of the heathen nations. 
not of yourselves, it is the gift of God.” (or the} And the calling the unjust steward to account, and 
true mammon.) It is morally impossible for any | depriving him ot his ste wardship, was predicted by 





equal and complete dominion over him; but their 


| man to serve the law, and at the same time hope 
alone tor salvation, from the grace or favour of | 


God. If, says the apostle, “ righteousness comes by 
the law, Corist is dead in vain.” Agaio,—* If there 
could have been a law, which could have given life, 
verily, mgiteousness should have been by the law.” 
Can language be plainer? No! It is impossible. 
* The law came by Moses, (and it was added be- 
cause of transgression, until the seed, Ctirist, should 
come, to whom the promise was made,) but grace 
and truth (the righteous mammon) came by Jesus 
Christ.” Again,—Christ “declared, “ The law and 
the prophets were until John; since that time the 
kingdom of God (the true, or righteous mammon) is 
preached unto you.” The ‘ Pharisees,’ says the 
Evangelist, ‘ when they heard the parable, or all 
these things, they derided him.’ And the Pharisees 
in these days do the same. Our Pharisees are as 
covetous as those of yore, and value their righteous- 


ness (the unrighteous mammon) above the gospel, | 


(or true mammon,) of Christ. 
“ And he said unto them, Ye are they which justify 


yourselves before men ; but God knoweth your hearts ; 
Sorthat which is highly esteemed among men is abomi- 


nation in the sight of God.” 

Reader, What is highly esteemed among men at 
the present day ? We declare, and we appeal to all 
ereation for the truth of our declaration, that it is 
not the salvation of God, free and unconditional for 
a lost world, which is highly esteemed! Let this be 
remembered. 

The 15th verse is remarkable. “ The law and 
the prophets were until John, since that time the king- 
dom of God is preached, and EveRY MAN presseth 
invo it.” In the language of the prophet, we may 
with propriety say,“ Who hath believed our (or this) 
report?” What! every man press into the kingdom 
of God?” This is Universan, satvation!!! Can 
it be true? What! Sinners be saved? Impossible! 
Vile wretches enter heaven ? Horrible idea! Read- 
er, mark well what follows—* And itis easier for 
heaven and earth to pass, that one tittle of the law to 


fail!” Therefore, there will be no sinners in heav 


en! Fear not ye pious souls, you will not be contam- 
inated—for when “ Christ was lifted up from the 
earth, he drew all unto him.” Then, every man 
pressed into the kingdom of God, and “ Christ the 
head of every man,” rendered perfect obedience unto 
the law, and fulfilled it; the members in, and with 
their head, fulfilling the prophecies: for agreeably to 
the prophet Daniel, Christ, then in himself, with, 
and for the members of his body, “ FINISHED SIN, 


the prophet Hosea, chap. iii. and iv. to the Sd verse. 
“ Then said the Lord unto me, Go yet, love a woman 
beloved of he Srie nd, yet an aduiteress, according to 
the love of the Lord toward the children of Israel, 
who look to other gods, and love flagons of wine. No 
I bought her to me for fifteen pieces of silver, and 
for a homer of barley, and a half homer of barley. 
ind I said unto her, T'how shalt alide for me many 
days: thou shalt not play the harlot, and thou shalt 
not be for another man, so will Lalso be for thee. 
For the children of Israel shall abide many days with- 
out a king, and without a prince, and without a sacri- 
fice, and without an image, and without anephod, and 
without a teraphim. Ajterward shall the children of 
Israel return, and seek the Lord their God, and Da- 
vid their king; and shall fear the Lord and his 
goodness in the latter days 

Hear the word of the Lord, ye children of Israel: for 
\the Lord hath a controversy wtth the inhabitants of 
the land, because there is no truth, nor mercy, nor 
knowledge of God in the land. By swearing, and 
lying, and killing, and stealing, and committing 
adultery, they break out, and blood toucheth blood. 
Therefore shall the land mourn, and every one that 
dwelleth therein shall languish, with the beasts of 
the field, and with the fowls of heaven ; yea, the fishes 
of the sea also shall be taken away. 

The woman spoken of by the prophet, is the 
‘ unrighteous mammon,’—and beloved of her friend, 
is figurative of the Gentiles, who is the friend spoken 
of. Itis proper to observe here, that the same style 
of commendation is made use of, as in the parable 
spoken by Christ. The Lord says, by the prophet, 
‘Go, yet love a woman beloved of her friend, yet an 
adulteress.’ And Christ says in the parable,‘ J say un- 
to you, Make to yourselves friends of the mam mon of 
unrighteousness, &e, We likewise request the re ad- 
er to notice, that here is another definition given by 
Jenovan of the word, in the original acwvreos, in the 
parable, which is translated everlasting. The 4th and 
oth verses,.of this 3d chap. of Hosea, proves, if lan- 
guage has any meaning, or can prove any thing, 
that it means a limited time. The * unjust steward,’ 
or Israelites, therefore, ‘put away his, or their 
‘ wife,’ and committed adultery. Paul, in bis Epis- 
tle to the Romans, vii. tothe 4th verse inclusive, 
“ Know ye not, brethren, (for I speak to them that 
know the law,) how thatthe law hath dominion 
over a man as long as he liveth? For the woman 
which hath a hushand is bound by the law to her 
husband so long as he liveth ; but if the hu-band be 
dead, she is loosed from the law of her husband. So 
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then, if while her husband liveth, she be married to 
another man, she shall be called an adulteress: but 
if her husband be dead, she is free from the law ; 
so she is no adulteress, though she be married to 
another man. Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are 
become dead to the law by the body of Christ; that 
ye should be married to another, even to him who is 
raised from the dead, that we should bring forth 
fruit unto God.” 

The reason assigned by the apostle, why believers 
are dead to the law, is, that it is by the * body of 
Christ,’ and they can be * married to another,’ ke. 
The unjust steward, or Jews, could not be married | 
to another, because they were not become dead to 
the law by the body of Christ, being blinded. The | 
same apostle, in his Epistle to the Galatians, v. 3, | 
4. “ For | testify again to every man that is cireum- | 
cised, that he is a debtor tou do the whole law. | 
Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever | 
of you are justified by the law, ye are fallen from 
grace.” Why so? How is this? dns. See chap. 
n. 21. “I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if 
righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead 
in vain.” Reader, we appeal to you,—and seriously 
too, would this doctrine which Paul preached, be 
tolerated in any two churches in the city of New- 
York? No! It would not. What! Shall a man be 
unrighteous and unconformed to the law of God, 
and not frustrate, or by his unrighteousness prevent 
the grace of God from being extended to him? 
Shall so vile a sinner be saved? Reader,—the apos- 
tle of Christ shall answer the question, if not,“ then 
Christ is dead in vain!!!” To modern Pharisees, 
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ings, being interpolated only in the later transcripts 
of the Vulgate. Not one of the Greek fathers re- 
cognizes it, though many of them collect every spe- 
cies and shadow of argument, down to the most al- 
legorical and shockingly ridiculous, in favour of the 
doctrine of the Trinity ; though they often cite the 
words immediately contiguous, both before and af- 
ter; and though with immense labour and art they 


‘extract from the next words the very sense which 


this passage has, in following times, been adduced 
to furnish. Of the Latin fathers, not one has quoted 
it, till Eusebius of Lyons, in the middle of the fifth 
century ; and in his works there is much reason to 
believe that it has been interpolated. Under these 
circumstances, we are unspeakably ashamed, that 
any mod+ra divines should have contended for re- 
taining a passage so indisputably spurious.” 








CONTROVERSIAL. 








ANeWER TO ‘T'HEOPHILUS. 
‘© Who is this that darkeneth counsel by words 
without knowledge ?” 


Now be it known unto al! men, that we refuse in 
the most unqualified manner to call white black, or 
black white ; straight crooked, or crooked straight. 
And that our correspundents, setting aside the evil 
of their example, and the inconveniences which 
must result to them, should this touchy disposi- 
tion,which they appear at times to be troubled with, 
become, as we have reason to fear it will, habitual, 





who make great pretensions to holiness, personal 
holiness, we say in the words of the apostle, ‘ Christ 
is become of no effect unto you; whosoever of you 
are justified by the law, ye are fallen from grace!” 


Why? dus. * Ye cannot serve God and mammon! | 


Ye cannot serve two masters!” There never was a 
man who depended op Christ alone for salvation, 
who judged his neighbour to damnation! No! 
NEVER! And there never wasa man who trusted 
alone to Christ for salvation, who made any preten- 
sions to personal boliness! No! NEVER! To all 
those who have come out from among these Phari- 
sees, Who have by God's assistance disentangled 
themselves from this yoke of bondage,—to you, in 
the apostle’s stead, we say, and we would speak it 
with energy too, “ Stand fast, therefore, in the 
liberty wherewith Clirist hath made us free, and be | 
not again entangled with the YoRKE oF BONDAGE 
As free, and not using your liberty for a cloak of 
maliciousness, but as the servants of God.” Be ye 
not like the adulterous aod unjust steward, for * ye 
are become dead to the law by the body of Christ ” 
Therefore, stand fast in your liberty,—if you do not, 
you will confess yourselves “ bound to the law as 
nad as you live,” and you will be guilty of spiritual 
adultery, confessing with your mouths your obliga- 
tion to keep a law, which vo mere man ever kept, 
and your violation of that law will blast your hopes 
of heaven. Remember, that ** Christ of God is 
made unto you righteousness,” and that is sufficient 
for you. And wo to that man, who impiously de- 
pies this truth, and makes to himself a friend of 
the modero mammon of unrighteousness, personal 
holiness, alias,‘ filthy rags! Let the unjust steward, 
the outeasts of Israel, be to you a warning; you have 
seen in this parable the cause of his being called to 
give an account of his stewardship; and the effects 
which resulted from being deprived of bis steward- 
ship, will be shown iv our exposition of the parable 
of the “rich man and Lazarus,” which will be 
commenced in our next Number. 

(To be continued ) 


—= 


Evinunce from a Trinitarian Author, proving 
that the 7th and 8th verses of Ist Epistle of 
John, 5th Chap. are, whenever found in the 
New Testament, an interpolation. 


The writer of the “ Eclectic Review” of the 
“Improved Version,” and of “ Griesbach’s Greek 
Testament,” decidedly approves of the omission of 
this tert in those works, and says, “It is found in 
po Ur ck MS. ancient or modern, except one to 


‘it is quite immaterial what our correspondents call 
jus. We should,however, prefer, for their sakes, and 
| for reasons above-mentioned, that they would keep 
' within the bounds of moderation, and at least, ‘keep 
probability in view.’ For ourselves, we shall nei- 
ther swerve to the right hand, nor to the left; truth is 
our object, and the smiles or frowns of our oppo- 
nents are both acceptable; and we feel the same 
| disposition towards them, w hen they scold, as when 
ithey praise us. We wish them all as much happi- 
ness asthey can possibly be susceptible of, both here, 
and hereafter; and our good wishes are at the bot- 
‘tom, always, when we reprove them for their folly, 
lor point out the absurdities, which we are sorry to 
say, too frequently for their good appears in their 
writings, ool are cherished in and associated with 
their sentiments) Theophilus, to our great sorrow, 
appears very much discomposed in his mind; and 
when we consider the ‘ tedious’ time which he, ae- 
cording to his account of the matter, has had in at- 
tempting to * prove the truth of his own’ assertions, 
and the incorrectness of oeur’s, surprise at his ill-hu- 
mour is not only Jessened, but we are disposed to 
sympathize with him, on account of bis, so great a 
trouble. 

The third paragraph contains a declaration, which 
we are afraid will occasion Theophilus another te- 
divus job, to prove it to be truth.“ Theophilus re- 
commended the Inquirer to no party, sect, or de- 
nomination.” By looking at Number 19, page 75, 
2d column, 23d live from the top, we think he will 
find something, looking a great deal like recom- 
mending a party, seet, or denomination. The de- 
claration of Theophilus, “ For it is God, the Om- 
nipotent Father in man, who will not justify the 
wicked,” may answer the purpose of making a man 
famous for absurdity; and we cannot conjecture 
any other effect which can result from such folly. 
The Scriptures forsooth, are very imperfect,—the 
holy men or prophets who wrote inthem, were very 
ignorant,—but we know all about it—we have gota 
spirit in us, which is light! Pray, Mr. Theophilus, is 
there a God or Omnipotent Father out of man, who 
will justify the wicked? It would really appear so, 
according to your construction of the sentence 
You likewise speak of ‘God out of Christ, being 
consuming fire” Pray, Sir, where did you learn 
this stuff? If the spirit within you teaches this, 
We assure you, that you have that old serpent the de- 
vil in you, and not the spirit of truth. If you wish 
for proof of this, we give it you. Namely,—The 
Scriptures no where testify that “ God out of Christ 
is a consuming fire,”—and ‘ if you speak not accord- 


ing to the things written in the book, it is because 





which we shall presently advert; in po ancient read- 


, 


there is no light in you.” 


Theophilus in his paragraph number 4, perverts 
Paul’s declaration to the Colossians, i. 25, 26, 07 
“ Whereof Lam made a minister, according to ‘the 
dispensation of God, which is given to me for you 
to fulfil the word of God, the mystery, which ath 
been hid from ages and from generations, but now 
is made manifest to his saints; to whom God would 
make known what is the riches of the glory of this 
mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ, jp 
you the hope of glory.” It is on such perversions 
that Theophilus builds his castle, and when truth 
comes, the fabric totters,—and its builder scolds. 

Wishing to convince a of his great error 
we advise him to give a preference to Paul’s expo- 
sition of his own writings, to that of any other per. 
son whatever. See Romans xvi. 25, 26. xi. 25, 9g. 
Ephes. i. 9. iii. 3, 4,9, 10,11. The reader by recur. 
ring to these passages will find a different doctrine 
from that taught by Theophilus; who it appears, js 
for having the very Christ, Omnipotent God and 
Father in himself. If this could be proved to be 
the case, we think Theophilus would have much to 
boast of, but under existing circumstances, we 
think he is no better than his neighbours; and the 
mystery, instead oi being Christ in Theophilus, js 
the knowledge which all Christians have, and whieh 
is made known unto them, that “in the dispensa- 
tion of the fulness of times, God will gather toge- 
ther all things in Christ,’ Xe. 

We learn from Theophilus’ fifth paragraph, that 
printing a woid in ilalics “ subverts the sense” of 
it. About as reasonable, and equally as true, is his 
declaration, that the Scriptures hold further, the light 
in a man’s conscience, lo be Gov’s WORD, Witness, 
Crrasy tHe Lorn, &e. 

Theophilus commences his sixth paragraph very 
properly, but when it is considered, that he be- 
lieves the light, as he calls it, or a certain some- 
thing which the man has in himself,to be this Clirist, 
we see but little, if any difference between him and 
the Deist, only we think the Deist has the most sin- 
cerity of the two. Relative to our mistake of 
names, we inform Theophilus they were printed 
as they were written. The seventh paragraph is 
certainly a production in Polemical style, and can 
be made to mean any thing the reader pleases, ex- 
cept the truth Theophilus first declares, that “ God 
is no where so expressly, asin the centre of our 
soul,”’—but like a great divine, diplays his talents in 
the following piece of advice,—“ And if you ask 
me the method and the way to find him in the 
BOTTOM of your soul, 1 answer,—there is no 
other but to remove all the hinderances, by casting 
out of your soul all earthly affections,” &e. Al- 
though all language is figurative, and words are but 
pictures expressive of our ideas, still if the pictures 
are not true, and the representation correct,they stand 
in the same relation as respects their value or utility, 
that a painting would stand, which taken and intend- 
ed for a picture or representation of a house, should 
resemble a horse 

If our correspondent should again complain of a 
levity in our manner, we answer—we would give to 
every thing its proper name; and we appeal to him, 
whether he ever heard of a greater absurdity, than 
a “ stone falling into its centre 2” And to disengage 
one’s-self from one’s-self! Wonderful! Now we have 
heard ofa “ person’s running away from himself,” 
and something of this kind appears to be our corres- 
pondent’s meaning. After repeating considerable 
nonsense, our correspondent comes to the truth; by 
a quotation from the Scripture, which quotation is 
tortured to death before be closes. We acknow- 
ledge, and never have refused our assent to the doc- 
trine, that the way the “ Scriptures make us wise 
unto salvation,” is, through faith, or belief in the 
truth contained in them; and that it is in and of 
(too) Christ Jesus. But strange to tell,—Theophi- 
lus denies even this, before he closes, and talks of a 
pecreE, &c. We tell Theophilus, that Scripture,— 
reason,—nor common sense, will support him; and 
until he produces something better than his own 
word in proof, we think he will make no proselytes. 

Note. Theophilus contends, that 2 man is horn 
again by a spirit, which he boldly and definitively 
locates in a man’s own self Now, we have one ob- 
jection to this doctrine. Christ said, ‘ The wind 





bloweth where it listeth ; and thou hearest the sound 








thereof, but canst not tell whence if cometh, and whi- 
ther it gveth; soisevery oue that is boro of the 
Spirit.” One of two things must be,—either the Sa- 
viour or Theophilus was mistaken. For Theophi- 
jus has told where the Spirit came from, and located 
his spirit, as certainly, as a man could locate his 
neighbour. Now, we have no Goubt but Theophi- 
jus 1s in part correct. We believe his spirit is found, 
and came from the very place he describes. But the 
Spirit Christ spake of, 1s another, and a different 
Spirit! 
—>— 
COMMUNICATION. 
On Universalism. 


My design in the following remarks, is, to show 
the incorrectness of the principles of those termed 
Universalists. And, though I am but a young aod 
an inexperienced writer, yet | think there is no need 
to fear to undertake to contute tenets, which are 
contradicted on many pages of the word of God. 
For Jehovah will argue, and not a feeble creature. 
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ness of the righteous; and if the misery of the 
heity of the righteous also, must be so too, for the 
very same expressions which are the most forcible 
that could have been adopted to convey an idea of | 
eternal duration, have been used to express the con- | 


tinuation of each of their conditions. | 


When Christ at last shall come to judge the world, 
his language will not be to the wicked, Depart into a | 
temporary fire, till prepared for a realm of bliss; 
but mark the awful words which the Judge will 
utter,—* Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlast- 
ing fire, prepared for the devil and his angels.” 
Matt. xxv 41. These the Saviour says, speaking of 
the wicked, shall go away into everlasting punisti- 
ment; he adds, but the righteous into life eternal.” 
Matt. xxv.46. O Reader, be not deluded; for there 
is no salvation for those who die impenitent; the 
word of God asserts, that * the smoke of their tor- 
ments ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they 


| shall have no rest, day nor night, Rev. xiv 11. 


There is not the Least hope for a FUTURE resto- 
ratiou to be derived from the Scriptures; but on the 


The conceit of a Unitversav restitution of all) contrary, Christ assures us, that the fire of neLL 
intelligible beings. whether angels or men, to a state | shail never be quenched. He repeatedly tells us, 
of telicity,who have spent the time allotted to them | as if to impress iton our minds, that it is better 
for probation, in hostility to the government of | to break off trom our sins, however dear they may 
the Sovereign of all worlds, is as GROoUNDLEss as it} be to us, and to enter into life, than to be cast into 


is GkAteFUL to the sinner. It is not only in op- 
position to what the light of reason teaches, but to 
numerous passages of the Scriptures; and reason 
certainly 1s to be followed, as far as it can be sup- 
ported by the word of Ged. 

That the truth in question is reasonable, appears 
evident, since the heathen of every age, almost uni- 
versally believe in a future state of eternal happi- 
ness aad misery, for which, they consider all man- 
kind as probationers, till death decides their eternal 
destiny. Does not reason teach us, that sin, which 
tends to subvert all order, and is in opposition to 
every thing that is good; that thing which tramples 
under toot the laws of Jehovah, who is infinite in 
his perfections, and which, if possible, would de- 
throne the Majesty of heaven, deserves to be pun- 
ished as long as God endures to mflict the penalty ? 

Sin is in direct oprosition to infinite holiness, 
and, THEREFORE, deserves INFINITE PUNISHMENT 
But supposing it were possible for a sinner to be pun- 
ished in a limited space of time, for all the sins com- 
mitted while on earth. Can it be possible, since the 
wicked will continue to add sin to sin, in the regions 
of wo, for them ever to be restored ? Listen to rea- 
son, for it will readily answer. But some venture 
so far as to say, that there is no future punishment, 
but all after death pass into glory. If this were the 
case, in What confusion must the earth appear, since 
the rig&teous are often pressed dowa with the great- 
est afflictions, while the wicked apparently live at 
ease, and seem to prosper in almost all their under- 
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hell, into the fire that shall never be quenched ; he 
says, Where the worm dieth not, and the fire is not 
quenched. Mark ix. 43 to 48 inclusive. Nothing un- 
clean shall ever enter the New Jerusalem. None 
of the unregenerate sons of Adam shall walk the 
golden streets. For he that cannot lie, has said, 
“ Except ye be converted, and become as little ehil- 
dren, ye shall notenter into the kingdom of heaven,” 
Matt xviii. 3. He says we must be born again, or 
we cannotenter the kingdom of God, John iii. 3, 5, 
v,7. Can any one be so vain as to say, that this 
change can take place alter death? A supposition 
like this cannot be supported; and it would be ab- 
surd in the highest degree, to suppose it possible for 
beings consigned to the region of wo, deprived of 
the influence of the Spirit,to become renew ed, siuce 
their enmity to God while on earth, led them to 
resist bis friendly operations. The Scriptures as 
well as REASON attest the contrary; we learn from 
THEM, that those who come to this awful end will 
be so far from becoming ReEcoNciILeD to God, that 
THEY will become mere devils, who will spend an 
eternity in CURSING and BLASPHEMING their Maker’s 
name, and will thus be ever adding fuel to the fire. 
This rrutrn no one will Deny, who believes the 
words of our Lord, for he has said, in that furnace 
of fire “there shall be wailing and gnashing of 
teeth.” Matt. xiii. 40. 

If it were possible for those who die impenitent 
to be restored to a state of felicity, Christ could not 
have spoken the truth, when he said e@ncerning Ju- 


lll 


: =e | dignation, wich shall devour the adversaries’ Heb. 
wicked is limited, as some would fain think, the fe- | x. 25, 


27. Christ asserts, “ Broad is the way that 
jleadeti to destruction, and many there be that go 
uthere at Beeause strait is the gate, and narrow 
is the way which leadeth unto life, and few there be 
that find i.” Matt. vii. 18, 14. Is the destruction he 
ere speaks of but a temporary punishment ? No 
ove Whe candidly consults the Scriptures will pre- 
tend so. He tells us but rew enter in at the strait 
gate, and if so, those who die in their sins are in- 
evitably lost. If this is not the case, what did our 
Saviour mean, when he said, * What is a man profit- 
ed if he gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? 
Matt. xvi. 26. Can that soul be lost, that is to be 
restored to a state of happiness? Certainty Nor. 
No one having Reap the Scriptures could ever 
have had a NoTION so erroneous, as that of an idea 
of Universan restitution, had they not been se- 
duced by the perverters of truth. Ove DECEIVERS, 
there is an awful wo denounced against you, who 
go about in sHeEe’s CLoTHING, but who are within 
RAVENING WoLves. At the close of the book of 
Revelation, we are informed, that “if any man 
should add to that book, God shall add unto him 
the plagues that are written in that book. And if 
any man shall take away from the words of 
that book, that God shall take away his part out of 
the book of life, and out of the holy city,” which I 
CONSIDER as applicable to the wHo er of the Bible! 
The sin of perverting the word of God, appears to 
me to be equally as heinous, as that of adding to, 
or diminishing trom it. Then, I entreat of you who 
have been guilty of this crime, to take warning be- 
fore for ever too late, for the time is fast approach- 
ing, when you, who have been guilty of this awful sin 
must give an account for it, with all the deeds done 
in the body. 


' 


AMATOR VERITATIS. 
ANSWER. 


It is with mingled emotions of pity and astonish- 
ment, that we have read this production of our 
* Young and inexperienced” correspondent, which 
betrays the most profound ignorance of man, ot! 
the Scriptures, and of the character and attributes 
of our heavenly Father. We understand he is a 
student at divinity, and under the tuition of a Pres- 
byterian clergyman in Morristown, N. J., and we 
feel justified in saying, that his T'ufor ought to be 
ashamed for the ignorance of his pupil He is indved 
in his pupilage as respects his knowledge of the 
scriptures,aithough we think him far advanced inthe 
science of contradiction and absurdity! We should 
have been better pleased had his .Master stepped 
into the ranks himself, and we cannot but expect, 
and with confidence too, that he will, from a con- 
viction of duty, assist his pupil, who,we assure him 
is engaged in very unequal combat. Our weapons 
are not carnal,---we wield the “ sword of the Spi- 





takings ? God 1s just in all his ways; aod therefore, | das,“ It had been coop for that man if he had vot| rif, the word of God, quick, and powerful, and 


this principle must be false. 


How must those holy | been born,” Matt. xxvi. 24. For it certainly would | sharper than any (wo-edged sword, piercing even 


beings that surround the throne of God be filled have been perrer for even Judas to be Boxy, were | to the dividing asunder of soul and spuit, and of 
with astonishment, to see man, a guilty worm of | it possible fur him ever to be restored tua state of | the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the 
the dust already under condemnation, use such vain | felicity. 


arguments in his own defence, daring to cireum- 


But if that period is to arrive, when God will ad- 


| thoughts and intents of the heart.” 
|} Kt would have been becoming in our correspon- 


scribe the desert of his own transgression ? Yet,at | mit malignant men and devils, who tien will be | dent, bad he informed his readers of the principles, 
the same time, how must they admire the long | employed in blaspheming bis name into the world | which he is pleased to think, “an inexperienced wri- 
suffering of Jehovah, who permits vile mortals thus | of bliss, then the time is coming, when HEAVEN il- Iter may undertake to refute without fear,"and which 
toinsult him, without immediately executing his | self will be converted mto neL., and become the | he says, “ are contradicted on many pages of the 
judgments upon them ? Supposing a number of men habitation of unhely beings; and he who the Serip- | word of God.” We shall not de ave the reader in 
were found guilty of high treasen against the United | tures tells us is unchangeable, will, (Lalmust shud-| the dork relative to the principles of our slude nt. 
States, and on their being informed of the penalty | der to make the expression) in naTruRE become a} We shall not say, that they * are contradicted on 
which they had incurred by their guilt, they con- j devil; and look upon sin with impunity, and take | many pages of the word of God, —but we say, 
tradict it, saying, that it is aliogether impossible fur | peculiar delight in that which he now abbors. That | they are unsupported by, and contradicted on EVERY 
the laws of a government as mild as this, to re- | God who is styled Love, will then begin to hate his page of the word of God, and by every rational and 
quire a penalty so severe, and thereupon they pre- | followers; and they who put their trust in him will | humane principle iu creation ! Nay more,—We as- 
scribe to their judge what a government so mild re- | find all their hopes were but vain sure our * inexperienced writer,’ that if he will grant 
) a i Who would not be disgusted at such con-| But let us consider the pernicious effects of a no- | us opportunity, he shall very soon experience’ the 

vet? Then, O vain man, thou who art guilty of | tivo like this ;—it directly tends to obliterate that | power of truth tn the refutation of his errors, and 
high treason against the King of kings, wilt thou | sense of the exceeding evil nature of sin, of the in- | if he will persist in error and falsehood, it shall not 


dare to prescribe what ought to be done by the Judge 
of all the earth? Koow., that thou art guilty ; and 
unless reconciled to God through the merits of a 


flexible justice of God, and the truth of the awtul 
doom with which he threatens the wicked, of which 
the best of men have but a faint idea. If the word 


be for want of means of hnowing belter ! 
The principles of our correspondent, agreeably 
to his own exhibition of them, are the principles 


God we take as our guide, we shall be led into | of John Calvin; aud we presume, he means when 

A universal restitution, as before observed, is con- | no such gro3s errors,—that assures us, that “ Ciere | he says, of the principles of Universalism, that they 
tradicted by numerous passages in the Seriptures;} remains no other sacrifice for sin,” no future re hef| are “ contradicted on nhiany pages of the word of 
which assert in as stro ig terms the everlasting mise- | for these who sin away their day of grace; “ but a| God,” that they are contradicted on many pages of 
ry of the wicked, as they do the eternal happi- | certaiu fearful looking for of judgment and fiery in- | Calvin’s Institutes; for exceptin them, or in sermone 


Saviour, thy doom is inevitable! 
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written by his disciples, or some other human and 
wy ame Ts production, no evidence or proof can 
be found in support of his unwarrantable assertions. 

Our correspondent in his first paragraph, says, 
‘The Universal restitution of all intelligible beings, 
whether angels or men,to a state of felicity, &c is as 
groundless as it is grateful to the sinner” Now we 
are quite willing to acknowledge, that the doctrine 
of the Restitution of all things,”is just as groundless 
as it is grateful to the sinner!” How geretesul is this 
doctrine to the sinner? Enter our state prisons, and 
houses of correction, and our word for it, not one 
can be found who will profess his unqualified belief 
in this doctrine! Our correspondent has imtroduced 
data, on which we are quite willing to fest the truth 
of his own declarations. We request our correspon- 
dent to try his criterion; first put the question to 
himself, and then, to all the stnners of his acquaint- 
ance, and if he does not find rex in favour of his 
doctrine of endless misery, to one& in favour of the 
* Restitution of all things,’ we are willing to ae- 
knowledge, that we are wrong, and he is right! We 
think our correspondent is bound to try his rule, and 
see, Whether this fine, pleasant, easy, agreeable doc- 
trine which he thinks is so very wicked, is * gratetul to 


the sinner,’ and if he finds it is not grateful, we think | 


he will be obliged to acknowledge,that of all agreea- 
ble wicked things, itis the only one that sinners do 
not like! And farther, we ask him, if even a good 


man like himself would find the doctrine of fire and | 
brimstone, and endless misery, grateful to his FEEL- | 


INGS, if he was persuaded he should suffer the 
one, and endure the other for ever wilhoul end? We 
think he would not. And if he declares the con- 
trary, we tell him to his teeth, that he does not 
know what ts good for him; nay more,—if endless 
misery would be grateful to his feelings, and he were 
to be gratified, how long would he continue to ex- 
press his gratitude for the enjoyment after it com- 
menced ? 


of reason teaches, but to numerous passages of the 
Scriptures ; and reason certainly is to be followed, 
as far as it can be supported by the word ef God.” 


We are willing to take this as a rule, and try the | 
Is it reasonable to suppose, that the diffe- | our correspondent think a moment,—let hin try | in a condition, from which nis own ellorts never can 
sin, and .he sinner, being distinct | avail him any thing; and to cail upou uim to recoucile 


question 
rence in the actions and conduct of men for the 


Our correspondent likewise says, this | 
doctrine ‘ is not only in opposition to what the light | 


THE GOSPEL HERALD. 


idols teach a future state of rewards and punish- 
ment? Jeremiah x.2. “ Thus saith the Lord, learn 
not the way of the heathen, and be not dismayed 
at the signs of heaven; for the heathen are dismay- 
ed at them. For the customs of the people (heathen) 
are vain!’ This passage needs no comment! 
kezek xx. 52. “ Yesay, We will be as the heathen, 
as the families of the countries, to serve wood and 
stone.” What do wood and stone teach ? We pre- 
sume there isno person of any knowledge of the 
Scriptures, Who will deny that all mankind are there 
designated as Jews or Heathens. We, therefore, 
refer our correspondent to the most enlightened na- 
tion of heathens, the Athenians, and to the account 
of Paul's preaching to them of a fulure state; see 
Acts xvi. 32. “ Aud when they heard of the resur- 
rection of the dead, some mocked, and others said, 
We will hear thee again of this,” &e. Now, what 
are we to think of our correspondent’s appeal to the 
heathen, as authority to prove a future slate of 
endless misery? For ourselves, we think he is rich- 
ly entitled to all he can get from them. Had he 
said, the heathen were all believers in a future 
‘restitution of all things,’ and proved his premises, 
the case would have been different. And we tell 
im candidly, such evidence would not have been 
received by us very favourably. This, however, is 
not the case. Our correspondent asks, * Does not 
reason teach us, that sin, which tends to subvert all 
order,and is 1b opposition to every thing that is good, 
ke. deserves to be punished as long as God endures 
to milict the penalty.” Supposing our correspon 
devt had cousidered, first, that if sin has this 
dreadiul * tendency to subvert all order,” &e., his 
premises canuot be true, that sin hasa tendency 
to subvert ial vider, without endangering the very 
existence of all order; and il sin is ifinite, as he 
pretends, he arrogates to an abstract principle, infi- 
nile power,—vay more,—tor contending that God's 
power Is uyiniice, and sia likely to subvert even that, 
which must be the case, or all order cannot be in 
| danger trom it; he would prove, if words have any 
| Meaning, that sion cannot be punished. It he objects 
| to this, let him decide, when infinity opposes infority, 
and tell, if he can, who will obtain the vietury! Let 





jand conceive . 





Again, he says,“ But some venture so far, as to say, 
tbat there is no future punishment, &c.; If this 
was the case, in what confusion must earth appear?’ 
&e. Or in other words,— If l who am good, and 
have borne the heat and burden of the day, receive 
but one peony, and he that came at the eleventh 
hour, receives a penuy also, | how great the injus- 
tice > Supposing this is admitted, friend, where js 
your remedy? On the whole, we thiak you must 
submit to your hard fate, and endure the Gread.ul 
disappointment of seemg your veighbour as happy 
as yourself. * For God ts just ta ail his ways, (and 
all being sinners alike) therefore,this (your) principle 
must be false.” Our correspondent goes on in Luis, 
his third paragraph, begging the question, and draw- 
ing his conclusious, and asks, * Supposing a numbe; 
of men were tound guilty of high Treason against 
the United States, and on being informed ot the 
penalty which they had incurred by this guilt, they 
contradict it, saying, that it is allogether tmapossibie 
for the laws of a government as mild as this to re- 
quire a penalty so severe, and thereupon, they pre- 
scribe to then juage, W hata government su Mila re- 
quires? Who wouid not be disgusted at such con- 
duct 2’ ‘To this we answer, well, what oi all this; 
do you introduce this as a figure to iliustrate man in 
his relativn to his Maker? if so, a little examina- 
tion of your premises will test the currectuess of 
your conclusions! And first,---if lu0 men were 
found guilty by the laws of the Linted States, of 
high treason, &c., and 50 of them were earccuied, 
and the remaimuer exaited to offices vi hunvuw, ae., 
and those who are houwuied and saved were as guilty 
as those who were executed, it would, We Luts, re- 
quire an abler advocate than our corresponuento de- 
fend the injustice of the guoveroment.  Secouu. Gur 
correspondent adds,“ know that Unou a t guii.y, and 
unless reconciied to God, through the mieitis ol a 
Saviour thy dvom is inevitabie.” = Now the Serip- 
tures declaring, that “ Jesus Christ by in of 
God tasted death for every mat; aud the 
propitiation for the sins ol the whole worid, spoils 
our student’s premises; and his deciaratiun, iat 
‘unless recovciled to God by the miertis of @ da- 
viour, thy doom is ineviieble, places the eruminal 
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short term of twenty, and even one hundred years, | and separate,—we tell him to his head, if he cannot | himseif, atter making this declarauon, would look 
should make a difference in a future state in their) prove this, and clearer too, than he has proved his| very much like a coutradicuon, What must these 
conditions, for innumerable millions of millions of| premises, so far, he has inevitably pronounced his| men who are guilty of high treason do? das. To 
ages in point of duration, when at the same time | own eternal damnahon! If words have any mean-| be orthodox, those who go tu be hung, must confess 


the Scriptures declare, that “ there is none good, no | 
not one ; that they are together become unprofita- 
ble,” &c. , and an inspired apostle confessed himself 
the ‘ chief of sinners,’ and asked the question, “ Are 
we better than they? No, in no wise, for we have 
before proved, both Jews and Gentiles, that they 
are all under sin!” Romans iii. Now, bow far can 
reason be supported by Scripture ? 

Our young correspondent, in his second para- 





graph, says, “ That the truth (endless misery) in| 


question, is reasonable, appears evident, since the 
heathen of every age almost believe in a future 
state of eternal happiness and misery, for which 
they consider all mankind as probationers, till death 
decides their eternal destiny.” Although he has 


assumed as truth, a position without any proof, still) 


with a view to give him all the chance we can, and 
to deal gently with him, we will admit his premises, 
at least, so far,as to test them by the Scriptures, and 
leave himto prove them true at his leisure. At all 
events he has admitted the heathen to be orthodox. 
And if he could prove his premises, we think it 
would give great relief to the almost bursting hearts 
of the members of our Missionary Societies, who 
are ‘ seized with a noble frenzy,’ and who believe, 
or at least pretend to believe, that “ thousands of 
millinos of the heathen” are dying ignorant of a 
* future state,” and will be endlessly miserable, be- 
cause they do not believe in the dampation of their 
neighbours!!! Reader, we request you to look at 
the premises of our student,—examine them,—and 
then, look we entreat you, at the conclusions which 
are furnished, not by us, but by the Scriptures. 
Psalm exxxv. 15, &e. “ The idols of the heathen 
are silver and gold, the work of men's hands. ‘They 


have mouths, but they speak not, Se They that make 


ing, he cannot on his ground avoid this, to hin} 
confounding conclusion!!! We ask this novice in| 
theology, Where will your sin be, and how will it be | 
punished, when that period shall arrive, and the | 
thing spoken of be accomplished, which the prophet | 
Daniel predicted, ix 24. of Christ, that be should 
“ finish the transgression, and make an end of sins?” 
Our refutes, in his third paragraph, says, “ Sin 
is in direct opposition to infinite holiness, and there- 
fore, deserves infinite punishment.” ‘ Therefore, 
Pray, wherefore? Supposing we were to say, end- 
less misery is in direct opposition to infinite happi- 
ness, and therefore, deserves endless punishment. 
Punish sin, and torment it till your heart aches, but 
my good man, mind how you torment the sinner,— 
and tor a good reason too, for we verily believe you 
are a sinner yourself! Paul made a distinction be- 
tween the sin and the sinner,—see Romans vii. 17. 
* Now itis no more I that de it, but sin that dwell- 
eth in me.” Our correspondent adds,‘ But suppos- 
ing it were possible fur a sinner tu be punished in a 
limited space of time, for all the sins committed 
while on earth; can it be possible, since the wick- 
ed will continue to add sin to sin in the regions of 
wo, for them ever to be restored 2?” Stop, triend,— 
You have begged the question long enough Where 
is your evidence to prove that the wicked, or sin- 
ners will add sin to sin, in a future state? We have 
often heard as an objection from orthodox folks, 
when recenciliation to God was mentioned, ‘ There 
is no work nor device, wisdom, nor knowledge, in 
the grave to which we are hastening.” But they 
can sin, it seems, without working, &e. The Serip- 
tures speak of giving account of deeds done in the 
body ; but not out of the body! Our refuter adds, 
“Listen to reason, for it will readily answer.” Grant- 
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them are like unto them,” ke. 


Quere. Do these 








ed,—and to Scripture, for that will answer too. 


they ought to be bung; and those who are saved, 
must likewise confess they ought to be hung. Now, 
it would require at least, a diflerent kind of logic, 
from any we ever heard of, to prove that both con- 
fessed the truth; and the Judge who condemned one, 
and pardoned anothers, to be jusi, or honvurable. 
We request our correspondent to ponder a litle 
upon this. The doctrine, that those who are saved 
deserve endless puni-hment,---and those who are 
damned cannot deserve any more ; if this were ad- 
mitted, it would appear, that they did not have jus- 
tice done them,---therefore, according to this strange 
hypothesis, the saved deserve to be damned,---and 
the damned alone have justice done them! We 
know, that our opponents, ashamed of their pre- 
mises, and disgusted at their own conclusions, will 
pretend, that the merits of the Redeemer being 
only applied to, or received by, a part, a part only 
can in justice be saved,—and this is proved, as plain, 
as that two and two make forly, by Calvin, and 
numerous writers, who have excelled in the science 
of absurdity. We inform our young cotrespondent, 
that the Scriptures no where say, thai Christ did not 
die for the whole, and that he died for a part; but 
expressly the reverse,—that he died for ali,---for 
every man,---for the world! And we wish him, and 
all others, who are unbelievers in the * restitution of 
all things,’ to remember, that in future, unless they 
bring better evidence of the truth of their doctrine, 
than their own assertions, we shall teach then: their 
duty as logicians and theologians, and in language 
they may not relish. 
(To be continued.) 
—— 
To Correspondents. 

An Impartialist, Mysticus. ‘Timotheus, and Pothos are 

received, and sball be published. 
































